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Intro:

I need to ask for your forgivence this morning.  I’ve lied to all of you.  I stood here, last Sunday, and told you that today would be the last sermon in the book of Romans, that Chapter 16 (largely because it is mostly a closing salutation and thanks) would be preached through in only two sermons.


Jamie was orginally scheduled to preach today, but I texted him last week when he was in Colorado and said, “Hey Jamie, I only have one more sermon in Romans, would you mind postponing your sermon until next week so that I can finish the book off before you preach?”  


Jamie was more than agreable because it was going to be challenging for him to return from Colorado and prep his sermon so quickly, so he said that would work better for him as well.


And then I got into the last half of chapter 16 and it became clear to me that I would be cheating you out of much depth if we attempted to deal with verses 17-27 in one sitting.  I could do that, but I’d be preaching for about 90 minutes, and I don’t think any of us is up for that, especially Al.


So with your mercy in mind, I appeal to your grace, and ask that you give me not one, but two sermons to finish off this magnificent work.

Let us read.  (Vv.17-20)

I.  Your obedience is more important than your politeness.

(Read v. 17)


Paul simply states two things in verse 17.  He says:


1.  Take notice of those who cause division


2.  Avoid them.

This seems simple enough but I can’t tell you how many times, in my relatively young ministry as a pastor, that I’ve seen Christians endure other people’s folly for the sake of simply being polite.


Let me clarify my position: Paul is talking not about non-believers who cause offenses (for these people can’t cause division, they are not part of the church...).  Rather, Paul is talking about people within the fellowship that have a history of stirring things up.  


And, Paul says specifically, these people are guilty of being oppositional to the doctrine of the Scriptures.  

