The Blame Game

James 1:12-18

The Rewards of Endurance (v.12)

I. Happiness

a. “Blessed” means happy.

b. Because the test is passed and much is gained

II. Eternal Life

a. A greater reward than any human sacrifice could merit

b. The greatest reward that any person could hope for

The Basics of Temptation (v. 13-15)

I. It is not because of God (v. 13)

a. Sin has no appeal to God and does not tempt Him

b. God does not cause trials or temptation; He does allow them and He does use them

II. Our own sinful desires cause it (v. 14)

a. We allow our desires to draw us toward them and away from what is right and good

b. We then allow ourselves to become fixated on them

III. It can result in sin and death (v. 15)

a. Desire conceives sin within our hearts

b. Sin can result in physical death, Christians included, but also spiritual death for non-believers

The Basics of Blessing (v. 16-18)

I. All blessings, including endurance, is of God (v. 16, 17a)

a. Every service, gift, and good thing we are given

b. Even endurance is of God’s strength in us

II. The giver is unchanging (v. 17b)

a. God’s character, being, sovereignty, justice, and love are immutable

III. The quintessential proof: Salvation (v. 18)

a. God did this Himself because He wanted to

b. He has made sinful man His firstfruits of creation

Application

1. Are we humbled by our sinfulness in light of God’s holiness and goodness?

2. Does that humility translate into gratefulness for all God blesses us with?

3. Does that gratefulness lead to actions:

a. Loving all people? (v. 19, 20)

b. Hating all sin? (v. 21a)

c. Feeding on and living God’s Word? (v. 21b, 22)

